Abstract
INTRODUCTION
The improvement of visual information communication and presentation has been an area of research within the field of multimedia for many years. This could be attributed to the fact that visual communication of facts and ideas is probably one of the best ways of communication for human beings. In fact we remember more of what we see than of what we hear and we understand faster and better ideas communicated in the form of diagrams than textual descriptions [1, 2] . Since visual communication of information has clear benefits over other ways of communication for both memmory and speed of processing the information reasons, it has been heavily utilised by multimedia applications. Especially in cases where critical information have to be communicated to diverse audiences and where time constraints are an issue. The recording of visual information has been advancing steadily through the last few years with the introduction of stereoscopic cameras, high definition playback equipment and the introduction of digital recording media for the better capture and preservation of it. Research has also been conducted in 3D recording and representaion of visual information in addition to the very popular 2D recording techniques widely availiable today. Although 3D recording or multi angle recording of video information could potentially provide a better way of collecting, storing, processing and communicating such information todays technology makes it ineeficient to record 3D visual information. The IRiS technique, attempts to provide for a way to make availiable to end users such 3D visual information in a cheap and easy way. This way will be discussed in the rest of this paper through its application to a biomedical multimedia application for Breast Self Examinatin (BSE) training.
